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 Grade Summer Reading List 

Please select one of the following novels to read as your summer reading novel.  The 

novel must be read by the first day of the semester in which you have English 10CP.  

Please be prepared to complete a short assignment based on the summer reading novel. 
  

 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 
Join Douglas Adams's hapless hero Arthur Dent as he travels the galaxy with his intrepid pal Ford Prefect, 

getting into horrible messes and generally wreaking hilarious havoc. Dent is grabbed from Earth moments 

before a cosmic construction team obliterates the planet to build a freeway. You'll never read funnier 

science fiction; Adams is a master of intelligent satire, barbed wit, and comedic dialogue. The Hitchhiker's 

Guide is rich in comedic detail and thought-provoking situations and stands up to multiple reads. Required 

reading for science fiction fans. 

 

Kindred by Octavia Butler 
Dana is repeatedly brought back in time by her slave-owning ancestor Rufus when his life is endangered. 

She chooses to save him, knowing that because of her actions a free-born black woman will eventually 

become his slave and her own grandmother. When forced to live the life of a slave, Dana realizes she is not 

as strong as her ancestors. Unable to will herself back to her own time and unable to tolerate the institution 

of slavery, she attempts to run away and is caught within a few hours. Her illiterate ancestor Alice succeeds 

in eluding capture for four days even though "She knew only the area she'd been born and raised in, and she 

couldn't read a map." Alice is captured, beaten, and sold as a slave to Rufus. As Dana is sent back and forth 

through time, she continues to save Rufus's life, attempting during each visit to care for Alice, even as she 

is encouraging Alice to allow Rufus to rape her and thus ensure Dana's own birth. As a twentieth-century 

African-American woman trying to endure the brutalities of nineteenth-century slavery, Dana answers the 

question, "See how easily slaves are made?" For Dana, to choose to preserve an institution, to save a life, 

and nurture victimization is to choose to survive. 

 

Murder on the Orient Express bu Agatha Christie 
Christie was probably inspired by the true story of the 'Lindbergh baby' kidnapping. Charles Lindbergh (he 

who flew across the Atlantic alone) had an infant child who was kidnapped and murdered even after the 

ransom had been paid. The background is also similar to the Lindbergh case. The victim is revealed to have 

been involved in a kidnap-murder case a few years back and got away with it. Was he punished for his 

crimes at last? Was he murdered for something totally unrelated? Or was he a victim of mistaken identity?  

The usual suspects remind one of the typical English drawing room murder mysteries: an English colonel, a 

Russian princess, a count, a beautiful mysterious woman...they are all here. And Hercule Poirot has to 

discover who the murderer is and why.  The revelation in the final pages will surprise the reader yet it will 

not strain belief too much. 

 

7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey 
As a self-acknowledged guinea pig for many of his dad's theories, Sean Covey is a living example of 

someone who has taken each of the seven habits to heart: be proactive; begin with the end in mind; put first 

things first; think win-win; seek first to understand, then to be understood; synergize; and sharpen the saw. 

He includes a comical section titled "The 7 Habits of Highly Defective Teens," which includes some, shall 

we say, counterproductive practices: put first things last; don't cooperate; seek first to talk, then pretend to 

listen; wear yourself out... Covey's humorous and up-front style is just light enough to be acceptable to 

wary teenagers, and down-and-dirty enough to really make a difference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Glory Field by Walter Dean Meyers 
The Glory Field chronicles the African American experience through the lives and times of one family, 

beginning in 1753 with the capture of Muhammed Bilal in Sierra Leone. He survives his journey to 

America on a slave ship to become the founder of a family, whose history The Glory Field is all about. 

Readers then meet one of his descendants, Lizzy, a young slave who works on a plantation in 1864 on 

Curry Island, South Carolina. From slavery, escape, and the Civil War, they follow the fortunes of the 

family to the year 1900. Then, teenaged Elijah migrates North. Chicago of the 1930s is described through 

the experiences of Luvenia, 16; Curry of 1964 is seen through the eyes of Tommy, also 16. The last part of 

the story is set in the present and focuses on Malcolm and Shep, teenaged cousins who have come to Curry 

from New York City for a family reunion. The decades pass swiftly and are connected by characters who 

appear in one segment of the saga and reappear later as survivors from the past or as memories. Each part 

of the story ends on a hopeful note, yet each is unfinished. Readers are left to wonder what happened to 

various people; sometimes an answer is provided, but more often not. The vast array of characters play out 

their lives challenged and beset by problems of racism, poverty, and identity. The anchors in their lives are 

family and their love for one another and their land.  

 

A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly 
It's 1906 and 16-year-old Mattie Gokey is at a crossroads in her life. She's escaped the overwhelming 

responsibilities of helping to run her father's brokedown farm in exchange for a paid summer job as a 

serving girl at a fancy hotel in the Adirondacks. She's saving as much of her salary as she can, but she's 

having trouble deciding how she's going to use the money at the end of the summer. Mattie's gift is for 

writing and she's been accepted to Barnard College in New York City, but she's held back by her sense of 

responsibility to her family--and by her budding romance with handsome-but-dull Royal Loomis. Royal 

awakens feelings in Mattie that she doesn't want to ignore, but she can't deny her passion for words and her 

desire to write. At the hotel, Mattie gets caught up in the disappearance of a young couple who had gone 

out together in a rowboat. Mattie spoke with the young woman, Grace Brown, just before the fateful 

boating trip, when Grace gave her a packet of love letters and asked her to burn them. When Grace is found 

drowned, Mattie reads the letters and finds that she holds the key to unraveling the girl's death and her 

beau's mysterious disappearance. Grace Brown's story is a true one  

 

Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin 
Originally published in 1961, Black Like Me is the account of how white journalist John Howard Griffin 

had his skin medically darkened and traveled through the Deep South as a black man in an attempt to 

explain the hardships black people in the South faced. It also covers the backlash against the publication of 

his story. 

 

Dune, 40
th

 Anniversary Edition by Frank Herbert 
This Hugo and Nebula Award winner tells the sweeping tale of a desert planet called Arrakis, the focus of 

an intricate power struggle in a byzantine interstellar empire. Arrakis is the sole source of Melange, the 

"spice of spices." Melange is necessary for interstellar travel and grants psychic powers and longevity, so 

whoever controls it wields great influence. The troubles begin when stewardship of Arrakis is transferred 

by the Emperor from the Harkonnen Noble House to House Atreides. The Harkonnens don't want to give 

up their privilege, though, and through sabotage and treachery they cast young Duke Paul Atreides out into 

the planet's harsh environment to die. There he falls in with the Fremen, a tribe of desert dwellers who 

become the basis of the army with which he will reclaim what's rightfully his. Paul Atreides, though, is far 

more than just a usurped duke. He might be the end product of a very long-term genetic experiment 

designed to breed a super human; he might be a messiah. His struggle is at the center of a nexus of 

powerful people and events, and the repercussions will be felt throughout the Imperium.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
The Kite Runner follows the story of Amir, the privileged son of a wealthy businessman in Kabul, and 

Hassan, the son of Amir's father's servant. As children in the relatively stable Afghanistan of the early 

1970s, the boys are inseparable. They spend idyllic days running kites and telling stories of mystical places 

and powerful warriors until an unspeakable event changes the nature of their relationship forever, and 

eventually cements their bond in ways neither boy could have ever predicted. Even after Amir and his 

father flee to America, Amir remains haunted by his cowardly actions and disloyalty. In part, it is these 

demons and the sometimes impossible quest for forgiveness that bring him back to his war-torn native land 

after it comes under Taliban rule.  

Parental Advisory-this story contains graphic violence and profanity 

 

A Separate Piece by John Knowles 
The volatile world of male adolescence provides the backdrop for John Knowles' engrossing tale of love, 

hate, war, and peace. Sharing a room at Devon, an exclusive New England prep school, in the summer prior 

to World War II, Gene and Phineas form a complex bond of friendship that draws out both the best and 

worst characteristics of each boy and leads ultimately to violence, a confession, and the betrayal of trust. 

Narrator Scott Snively's ability to switch seamlessly from the perspective of a teenager tormented by 

feelings he doesn't want to understand to the reflective musing of a man looking back at the formative 

experience of his youth provide both the story and the setting with an immediacy that quickly engages 

listeners. Not only does Snively give a distinctive voice to each of the main characters, he also delineates 

the mannerisms and personalities of the other boys and the teachers surrounding them.  

 

A River Between Us by Richard Peck 
This historical novel set at the beginning of the Civil War actually opens in 1916, as 15-year-old Howard 

Leland Hutchings recounts his trip in a Model T to visit his father's childhood home in Grand Tower, IL. 

When he and his younger brothers meet the four elderly people who raised their father, the novel shifts to 

1861, and the narrator shifts to 15-year-old Tilly Pruitt, the boys' grandmother. When a steamboat from 

New Orleans brings two mysterious young ladies, Mama offers them room and board, and the Pruitts' lives 

are forever changed. Fair and beautiful Delphine Duval, with her fancy dresses and high-society ways, 

fascinates the family. And what of Calinda, the darker-skinned young woman? Could she be Delphine's 

slave? On the eve of his 16th birthday, Tilly's twin brother, Noah, leaves to join the Union troops at Camp 

Defiance and Mama, distraught, sends Tilly and Delphine to bring him home. It is here that Tilly learns of 

Delphine's heritage. She is a quadroon, part of the colored family of a rich white man. Her mother sent her 

daughters away from New Orleans, hoping Delphine can pass for white. The novel ends with a return to 

1916 and Howard's finding out his father's true parentage. In this thoroughly researched novel, Peck 

masterfully describes the female Civil War experience, the subtle and not-too-subtle ways the country was 

changing, and the split in loyalty that separated towns and even families. 

 

Anthem by Ayn Rand 

This dystopian novel depicts a man who seeks escape from a society in which individuality has been utterly 

destroyed. Rand expertly shows how collectivism (including social programs in the United States) destroys 

freedom and individuality. Her philosophy is simple: "planning" is a synonym for "collectivism," and 

"collectivism" is a metaphor for communism and tyranny. This important book should be read by all who 

are concerned about the role of government in modern life. This publication from Boomer Books is 

specially designed and typeset for comfortable reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Between a Rock and a Hard Place by Aron Ralston 
In a moving account of strength in the face of adversity, Ralston presents the full story behind the 2003 

event that became worldwide news: his self-amputation of his right arm after it was caught between a 

boulder and a canyon wall during what began as a routine day hike in the Utah Canyons. An experienced 

climber, Ralston, 28, effectively shows he wasn't a risk-taker, and alternates between describing how his 

jaunt turned into a nightmare when a huge stone suddenly came unstuck as he used it to climb down a 

ledge, and recalling early experiences that changed his novice attitudes toward hiking, which he admits 

"were not intrinsically safe." Ralston candidly renders the details of six days of entrapment, using 

transcribed monologues from videotapes he made while trapped, including his increasingly exhausted 

thoughts as well as poignant farewells to his family. But his best writing details his self-amputation and his 

subsequent march to safety, in which he rappelled one-armed down a hill and then hiked six miles before 

someone found him. Ralston's prose is never gruesome, nor is it used to shock, even as he describes first 

breaking his forearm, and then slipping "into some sort of autopilot" as he cuts through muscle fibers to 

detach the arm. 

 


